
The Waste Hierarchy 

Did you know? 

In the 2018-19 financial year, 

Moreton Bay generated 471,516 

tonnes of waste! It’s not all bad news 

though, as 56% of that waste was 

recycled or recovered. Moreton Bay 

Regional Council provides a recycling 

wheelie bin to help residents divert waste from 

landfill, but that’s not all we can do!  

Where does our waste go? 

Materials that are placed in our general waste bins 

go to landfill. In Moreton Bay, there are three 

active landfills at Caboolture, Dakabin and Bunya. 

Everything that is put in the general waste bins is 

buried in landfill. 

Nothing is recovered, 

even if it’s recyclable 

or reusable. So when 

we dispose of items 

we really need to 

think to ourselves, is 

there something else I 

can do with this? 

Why should we reduce our waste? 

The Waste Hierarchy 

The Waste Hierarchy is an action framework used 

globally, nationally, locally and by individuals. The 

framework provides actions in order of preference 

to assist in the reduction of waste to landfill.  

The idea of the Waste Hierarchy is to get as high as 

possible. With the highest or most preferred 

action being avoid, can you avoid buying that item 

in the first place? If not, can you reduce the 

amount you buy or the amount of packaging it 

comes in? Then, can you reuse it as much as you 

can? Can you recycle it? The least preferred option 

is dispose. When we dispose of materials, we lose 

resources to landfill.  

Most Preferred 

Least Preferred 

Get the most out of your bins 

Always colour code and sign your bins correctly. 

Place them together as a set side by side.  

CH4 
CO2

Reduces energy and 

water usage 

Reduces greenhouse 

gas emissions 
Reduces pollution 

Saves valuable 

land space 



 

 

AVOID 
We have a responsibility to avoid waste wherever 

possible. Waste and excess packaging can be 

avoided at the supermarket, at restaurants, cafés 

and in our home.  

• Single-use straws, cutlery 

and bottles 

• Soft plastics such as plastic 

bags, chip packets, cling 

wrap and resealable bags 

• Single-use napkins and paper 

towels 

• Single-use coffee cups 

REDUCE 
If we can’t avoid waste, we can make decisions to 

reduce the amount we buy or use.  

• Buy in bulk rather than 

individually packaged products 

• Make your own baked goods 

rather than buying! This reduces waste and 

costs  

• Always use both sides of paper 

• Have a scrap paper box to use for crafts 

• Set up a compost bin or 

worm farm to reduce the 

amount of organic 

materials you send to 

landfill 

REUSE 
Reusing materials for other purposes is a great way 

to reduce your waste, reduce costs and help the 

environment.  

• Glass jars for storage  

• Left over materials for 

arts and crafts 

• Reusable water bottles 

instead of single use 

• Reusable coffee cups instead of using 

single-use disposable cups 

• Old unique items as plant pots 

RECYCLE 

Recycle right in your home by only placing the 

following items into your kerbside recycling bin: 

Recycling tips 
• Make sure your recycling is empty of food 

and drink 

• Remove lids of glass bottles and jars  

• Scrunch your foil into a ball  

• Place your recycling in the bin loose for 
sorting, don’t trap it in a bag 

There are more items and materials that can be 

recycled, just not in the yellow-lidded bin. For 

example: 

• Batteries can be dropped off at collection 

points at ALDI or Battery World  

• Electronic waste can be dropped off at 

Council’s Waste Management Facilities  

• Various stationary and E-waste can be 

dropped off at Officeworks 

DISPOSE 

If there are no other options, dispose of your 

waste in the red-lidded general waste bins.  

Hazardous waste materials  
Do not dispose of hazardous 

waste in the general waste bins. 

Check Council’s website for 

services and drop off points for 

hazardous materials. Check Council’s 

website for more details.  


