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WHAT’S ON FOR VCP?

National Tree Day

Sunday, 30 July 2023
9:00am - 11:00am

Sites: 
 MJ Brown Park, Clontarf

60-62 Cedar Street, Clontarf 

 Morris Heights Park, Elimbah
250-254 Bigmor Drive, Elimbah

 Samford Parklands - Samford Valley
2149 Mount Samson Road, Samford 
Valley  
 

Moreton Bay Regional Council, Planet Ark and Toyota invite residents to 
plant a tree for National Tree Day at one of our three regional planting 
locations. The goal is to plant 5,000 trees, shrubs, and groundcovers across 
these sites with help from our local community. Everyone is welcome to 
come along and join in. 

Please ensure you wear a hat, sunscreen, enclosed footwear, long pants, 
long-sleeved shirt and bring a water bottle. Our local sponsors will provide 
a sausage sizzle after the plants are in the ground.

Visit the Planet Ark website to register your interest and keep up to date: 
https://treeday.planetark.org/

2022 VCP Grant Acquittal

Reminder that project completion and all 
acquittals are due by Wednesday, 31 May 
2023. 

If you have questions regarding the final 
process, please contact your Senior 
Environment Officer directly. 
Alternatively, contact Environmental 
Services on (07) 3205 0555 or 
esmailbox@moretonbay.qld.gov.au

The next VCP grant round opens on
1 August 2023 and closes 1 September 
2023

Documentation required for the acquittal includes:

 A completed acquittal form in Smarty Grants
 The total grant funds provided by Council requires proof of 

purchase (invoice or receipts), including for small purchases which 
did not require quotes

 Minimum of 1-2 photos of the works undertaken (more photos are 
welcome).

Whilst not required, we encourage other documentation, including:
 Maps
 Written reports of the project & reports from weed contractors
 Invoices from personal expenses which have contributed to the 

project.

We’d like to take a moment to thank our colleague David Curmi for his contribution to conservation in the region. We 
wish him the very best in his new position with the Federal Government. We would also like to welcome and introduce 
you to Daniel Jonas, who joined us in April as the new Senior Environment Officer - Conservation. Word has it that 
Daniel is a gun on native plants, so we look forward to the challenges you set him to identify plants on your property! 
Welcome Daniel, I’m sure you’ll all make him feel like part of the VCP family.

Cheers from the VCP team
Adam, Debbie, Nicole, Stefan, Wendy and Daniel.
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Road improvements lead to inspirational collaboration for wildlife
By David Curmi

People living in the region know the Bruce Highway 
intimately. As the significant artery linking much of 
coastal Queensland, the ‘Bruce’ sees more than its fair 
share of traffic and ongoing road improvements. 

In many sections where the Bruce is being widened and 
the roadside vegetation is being removed, companies 
such as Acciona are working with local government 
officers and community groups to provide new habitats 
for our native wildlife.    

Through a collaborative project between Acciona, 
Moreton Bay Regional Council (Council), Friends of 
Lagoon Creek (FoLC) and RECLINK, wildlife nest boxes 
have been built and installed along sections of Lagoon 
Creek in Caboolture. 

On 23 November 2022, the project came into its own when members of 
each organisation met and began the installation of the first batch of nest 
boxes. Acciona brought in working at heights experts and associated 
equipment, and together with Council officers and trainees (who 
completed their working at height training), several nest boxes were 
installed on the day. Congratulations to all trainees who completed their 
working at heights training during this work.  

Nest boxes were installed 2-4m high in suitable trees to target habitat for 
gliders, possums, and birds. A further batch of nest boxes is planned for 
installation later in 2023, and these will be located higher in trees (8-12m), 

to attract cockatoos and parrots. These additional installations will require specialist height platforms. 

Thanks to everyone for their involvement and support, and we look forward to continuing similar collaborations in the 
future.

Members of each organisation meeting at Lagoon Creek Community Nursery getting 
ready to install the first group of nestboxes.

Installing the nestboxes in trees.

Monitoring of locations A collaborative affair - staff from Acciona, Council, FOLC 
work with RECLINK trainees to install the first batch of nest 
boxes and mark their location
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Erosion control workshop 25 February 2023
By Adam Richardt

Our Senior Environment Officers visit many Land for 
Wildlife properties every year. One of the common 
themes discussed with the landholders is the effect of 
erosion, and practical ways to prevent it. So, we decided 
to hold a hands-on workshop to present some practical 
solutions!

On Saturday (25 February 2023), over 25 Land for Wildlife 
landholders gathered on a private property to observe 
and get involved with practical erosion prevention 
techniques. Stefan Hattingh led the day, answering many 
questions from people who, understandably, had a 
diverse array of issues on their own properties.

The methods we showcased on the day focussed on small-scale erosion caused by overflowing dam structures upstream 
on neighbouring land. The situation of addressing overland flow is common on many properties and, if left too long, can 
cause some major issues as the water gouges out more and more of your creek banks.

The most effective and cheapest way to 
address erosion is through the installation of 
vegetation to copy the natural ecosystem 
structures. This is achieved by densely 
planting ground covers, Erosion often leads 
to a shortage of soil substrate, or the slope of 
the embankment is too steep to facilitate 
planting. We provided about 60 sandbags 
(filled with sand, but you can also use loamy 
soil), laid them down along the creekbank in 
an overlapping fashion, poked holes in them 
and planted Lomandra hystrix, Juncus 
usitatus, Ficus coronata and Callistemon 
viminalis. These species were also planted 
along the upper creek bank to provide future 
soil stability. 
Now we sit back and wait and hope for no 
outrageous wet weather events while the 
plants become established enough to withstand higher flows. This workshop showcased relatively cheap and easy 
methods of erosion control. It is preferable to take preventative measures rather than finding a cure, and that's precisely 
what the "sandbag and plant" technique aims to achieve. Please remember that large erosion issues may require 
earthmoving equipment and expensive materials and you should seek expert advice before proceeding.

Placing and planting out 60 sandbags were made easy with many hands 
helping out

Three weeks later - plants are looking very healthy 

Version: 22, Version Date: 12/05/2023
Document Set ID: 66659098



When European settlers first came to Australia, they named the rakali “golden-bellied beaver rats” despite being more 
like otters in their appearance and behaviour. Upon discovering that their fur was wonderfully waterproof, rakali was 
nearly hunted to extinction to service the market for coats and hats. Hunting rakali was banned in the 1950s and we can 
now see a resurgence in their numbers and, hence, interactions with humans. Their distinctive, white-tipped tail makes 
them stand out - apart from their cute behaviour, of course!

In the 1990s the Department of Environment changed the common name from 
“white-tailed water rat” to Rakali, a name which comes from the Ngarrindjeri 
people from the lower Murray River and Coorong region of South Australia. Rakali 
are found in every State and Territory in Australia, but mainly in the waterways of 
the eastern seaboard. They are highly intelligent and adaptable. For example, they 
remove mussels from the water and leave them in the sun to open for an 
effortless feed. They are also one of the few animals that have worked out how 
to consume cane toads by flipping them over to avoid the poisonous parotid 
glands. They are trap-wise and, if caught, they won’t make the same mistake 
again. Because of their curious ability to discard radio collars, there’s still so much 
more to learn about their home range size and movements.

Rakali mate in late winter to early spring with a gestation period of 34 days. Litters 
of 4-5 are born from September to February and stay with their mothers for at 
least 4 weeks. Rakali have a life expectancy of up to 4 years and are solitary and 
territorial. Rakali’s body length is up to 37cm, and their tail can be another 34cm 
long. They can weigh up to 1.2kg.  

Rakali have been recorded within the Moreton Bay region in Morayfield, 
Cabbage Tree Creek, Lake Kurwongbah and Bribie Island. You can help rakali 
by:

- reporting sightings in iNaturalist,
- cleaning up rubbish around local waterways,
- not using “opera house” nets when trapping in waterways,
- cutting any circular plastic rings that might entangle wildlife,
- restoring riparian or creek-side native habitat.

To report sightings of Rakali in the Moreton Bay region, please report online at 
https: //www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Contact

Rakali are commonly found 
in similar habitats to the 
platypus. Recent studies have 
shown that platypus and 
rakali will use the same 
burrow, though probably not 
at the same time. Platypus 
and rakali are equal apex 
predators in freshwater 
systems and would likely 
compete for similar food. 
However, rakali are more 
inclined to occupy more 
degraded, urbanised habitats 
than platypus.

Rakali Facts (Hydromys chrysogaster)
By Debbie McQuattie

Fun fact:

Rakali scats are torpedo-
shaped and about 1 cm long, 
and 8 mm wide. Males leave a 
distinct scent, similar to a cat, 
to mark their territory. The 
males will defend their territory 
aggressively which can lead to 
vicious fights with intruders, 
sometimes resulting in tails 
being lost or injured.

https://www.lfwseq.org.au/flash-
rat-gold-tooth-belly-australian-
water-rat-little-known-aquatic-
predator/
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