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One of the many things I love about our 
Council officers is the constant innovation 
and sustainable practices they bring to 
solving problems. 
One of these problems that has been around 
for years is root systems of trees damaging 
footpaths or being in conflict with new 
footpath construction.  
In the past, the option to “remove the tree” 
was often the only viable way of doing things.  
However, removal of trees next to footpaths 
not only creates a displeasing lack of natural 
amenity to the area, it also contributes to 
heat sink by way of lack of natural shade and 
protection for pedestrian footpath users.  

That’s where our innovative Infrastructure 
Transport Planning Officers come in. Not only 
are they about road and traffic planning and 
design, the team is always actively on the 
lookout for new technologies and products 
that we can incorporate into our projects.  
The aim is to constantly improve the level of 
product we deliver and to make sure the 
team are up to date with current best 
practices.  

One of the many outcomes the team aim to 
achieve through planning and design is to 
minimise the need for tree removal to 
facilitate new infrastructure.  
One common project type that regularly 
results in conflict with existing trees is new 
pathways along existing roadways.  
If design constraints dictate the placement of 
a path over the root system of an existing 
tree, options to lessen the impact on 
affected trees in the past has generally been 
limited to: 
- No Fines concrete - allows water to reach 
the root system however, not an aesthetically 
pleasing finish. The tree roots can still be 
impacted if located near the surface. 
- Compacted Deco granite - not ideal in urban 
environments, the material can loosen over 
time and become displaced. The compaction 
of the Deco can also damage tree roots. 
- Removal of tree roots - impacts the health 
of the tree and can also affect the stability 
depending on the size and number of roots 
removed. The removal of the tree may be 
required if too many roots are affected. 
Through consultation with Council's regional 
arborist, the Design Services team came up 
with not only a much more viable way of 
protecting the tree, but also an 
environmentally sustainable solution through 
the use of recycled products. 
In fact the team recently took home the top 
award for the “Sustainability” category at the 
MBRC “Live Our Values Everyday” Awards, 
where we celebrate the successes of our 
staff.  
The product is called “Permeable Pavement” 
and it’s for use on small sections of 

pathways where tree roots are in conflict with 
the concrete.  Essentially, it is a combination 
of a porous rubber wearing surface over an 
interconnected infiltration cell.  
The cells are filled with free draining gravel 
and act as the supporting layer for the rubber 
surface.  

The two main benefits of this system are: 
1. The permeable layers allow water to filter 
to the root system, unlike conventional 
concrete paths; and 
2. Where tree roots are close to surface, cells 
can be removed to minimise the need to cut 
tree roots. 
The implementation of permeable pavement 
in these situations increases the chance of 
tree survival post construction meaning more 
street trees can line our active transport 
corridors than every before.  
You can see the results of this innovation in 
our recent Station Road Burpengary Active 
Transport Upgrade where we upgraded and 
widened the Southern side footpath to allow 
more free flowing active transport whilst 
preserving the many mature trees that lined 
the corridor ensuring the trees stay healthy 
and continue to provide protection for 
pedestrians for years to come. 

Preserving Pavement and our Environment! 
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If you’re loving the Dolphin’s winning form in 
the NRL, then there’s a lot of sports news to 
keep you excited right here in Moreton Bay… 
well before construction starts on our new 
Olympic and Paralympic venue in Petrie.

Next month we’ll be hosting the Brazilian 
Women’s FIFA team for the World Cup at our 
incredible facility in Burpengary, which is a 
major coup for our region and the first major 
test of our local facilities on the international 
stage. In May we officially opened the brand 
new $15 million Griffin sports complex as well 
as unveiling Brendale’s incredible new  
$3.7 million BMX track thanks to our 
partnership with the State Government. 

These kinds of major announcements will put 
Moreton Bay on the map ahead of the 2032 
Olympics and Paralympic Games, but I’m most 
proud of the fact that investing in grassroots 
sports remains at the heart of Moreton Bay’s 
ethos. Even as our region grows.

In fact we offer the most generous Community 
Leasing arrangements of any Council in 
SEQ. We’ve benchmarked ourselves against 
other South East Queensland Council’s and 
none of them offer this level of cover in their 
community leasing policies. (I often hear from 
groups that are just outside our borders who 
are so jealous of our Policy that they want to 
move their operations to Moreton Bay.)

Council has roughly 450 direct tenure 
agreements with over 350 community groups, 
who lease Council-owned facilities right 
across the region and our generous leasing 
agreement offers them a nominal $1 per year 
rental fee that also covers preparation fees, 
rates, water sewerage, building insurance and 
even maintenance of sports fields.

That’s our way of helping to keep your sports 
registrations and memberships low, which is 
essential to keeping sport affordable so local 
kids can stay active and engaged. We do this 
because community groups are the lifeblood 
of Moreton Bay, whether that’s sports clubs, 
not-for-profits and everything in between. 

Community will always be at the heart of 
everything we do. That’s why things like our 
Neighbourhood Planning Schemes are so 
important - to make sure you recognise the 
character and aesthetic of the community you 
love in decades to come. 

It’s also why we’re “Going Green As We Grow” 
and have committed to protecting 75% of 
our region as greenspace with 42% native 
vegetation coverage, because you’ve told us 
the environment is one of your top priorities. 

We are committed to making Moreton Bay 
better bit-by-bit as our region grows, but 
obviously we can only do that with your input. 
So please keep letting us know your thoughts 
and feedback, especially as we are currently 
preparing Budget 2023-24.

With Mayor Peter Flannery

Our Moreton Bay Region

Kicking goals with major sport investments

Council Meetings 
are heading to a 
suburb near you!  
We’re holding General Council Meetings 
across Moreton Bay to provide you with 
an opportunity to be more involved in 
how your council works.   

Community members are invited to 
participate in the upcoming meetings:

 

To register your attendance or to talk 
to a Councillor about the topics that 
matter to you, visit: 

mbrc.qld.gov.au/community-council  

Moreton Bay Region Art Prize 2023 opens 3 June 
at Pine Rivers Art Gallery. This annual exhibition 
and prize supports and celebrates the diverse 
creative talent of local artists. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to visit and cast your vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Find out more: mbrc.link/mbrap2023

Anywhere Festival 

Experience the best of live performance at the 
2023 Moreton Bay Anywhere Festival. Our unique 
festival takes performances out of traditional 
venues and into unexpected spaces, with over 
60 shows in three weeks. From theatre to music, 
comedy, and dance, we’ve got it all.  
On now until 4 June. 

Book your tickets at: anywhere.is/moretonbay 

The scrumptious Moreton Bay Food and Wine 
Festival is back from 4 - 6 August 2023!  
Enjoy live cooking demonstrations, rub shoulders 
with celebrity chefs and sample the best of 
Moreton Bay’s culinary delights, all from the 
breathtaking waterfront festival site at Apex 
Park, Woody Point. 

Get your tickets at:  
www.moretonbayfoodandwine.com.au

Moreton Bay Food  
and Wine Festival 

Moreton Bay Region 
Art Prize 2023 

28 June, 
9:30am

Norths Leagues Club, 

Kallangur

30 August, 
9:30am

South Pine Sports Complex, 

Brendale

4 October, 
9:30am

Morayfield Sports and Event 

Centre, Morayfield

13 December, 
9:30am

Club Pine Rivers, Bray Park

http://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au


Beachin’ New Footpath! 

Backyard Bush Walk 

How many of you know we have our 
very own bush walking tracks right 
in our backyard?  
Located on the edge of Burpengary 
and Morayfield sits Grogan Road 
Park (behind the Burpengary 
Aquatic Centre). Home to a 1.2km 
recreation trail loop plus bush 
walking trails linking Grogan Road, 
Masters Court, Alexander Crescent, 
Lagoon Road and the Moreton Bay 
Central Sports Complex, suitable for 
all ages and fitness levels. 
I recently had a leisurely walk 
through the trails checking out the 
amazing new signs Council has just 
installed to help you navigate the 
trails.  
The trails are all very flat and wide 
allowing access for all ages even 
the little ones including prams and 
bikes as well as dog friendly! (On 
leash of course) . 
Grogan Road Park is the first park 
in the region to have this new 
signage installed. It includes 30 
signs which have been installed 
both leading to, and within the park 
as part of the pilot launch for the 
Outdoor Recreation Signage 
Strategy.  

As you walk through the trails you 
will see a mixture of directional 
signage, and information signage to 
help you find your way. Additionally, 
there are also three different 
informative signs to help you learn 
about the local animals and plants 
which can be found at the park.  
We’ve also included “What3words” 
in the signage  to keep you safe.  
WWhhaatt  iiss  WWhhaatt33wwoorrddss??  
What3words divided the world into 
3 metre squares and gave each 
square a unique combination of 
three words. It’s the easiest way to 
find and share exact locations. If 
you are in an emergency you simply 
relay the 3 words to 000 and they 
will know exactly where you are with 
no GPS required!  
The Outdoor Recreation Signage 
Suite is a further chapter within 
Council’s existing wayfinding 
signage, and has three distinct 
themes, being Coastal, Hinterland 
and Urban areas, with each colour 
theme reflecting a pattern seen in 
nature. 

 

New Depot to Deliver Better Services 

Here’s a birds eye view of 
Moreton Bay Regional Council’s 
new Works Depot currently under 
construction at Boundary Road, 
Narangba.  
Council is consolidating three 
works depots to create one 
centralised facility to help reduce 
maintenance and operational 
costs and improve response times 
to work requests by building a 
major depot in the heart of the 
region. 
More than 320 staff will operate 
from this new facility, which will 

include greater storage, a fleet 
workshop and staff amenities for 
our Asset Maintenance crew. 
From upkeeping parks, to fixing 
potholes and cracked footpaths, 
and providing weed management, 
this team is out every day in every 
corner of the region. 
We care about our frontline staff, 
so it was important this new 
facility delivered a modern and 
sustainable space to provide a 
safe and more productive working 
environment for all.  
Part of this upgrade will include 
the construction of an intersection 
to provide safe entry and exit 
points into the new depot, as well 
as rehabilitating approximately 
950m of Boundary Road to 
improve the surface ahead of the 
new facility opening in mid to late 
2023, weather permitting. 

Red Bench Launch  

“Falcon Street”, an unformed 
council road reserve between 
Bishop Road and the foreshore 
at Beachmere, was one of the 
missing links I identified with a 
lack of walkable beach access 
at Beachmere.  
I worked with council officers to 
get the project into an 
appropriate budget and the 
installation of the 106m 
pathway link to allow safe 
access to the foreshore was 
recently completed.  
What might seem like a little 
pathway makes a BIG difference 

to a lot of residents who live in 
the area.  
Over the past two years I have 
also worked to have ramp 
access to the foreshore and 
beach at both Phillip and Prince 
Street entries for those with 
mobility issues.  
If you have identified any other 
areas with missing footpath 
links (not Beachmere Road as 
it’s not a council road) please 
send me an email so we can get 
them loaded in future programs. 
ddiivviissiioonn22@@mmoorreettoonnbbaayy..qqlldd..ggoovv..aauu  

I recently attended the Red Bench 
& Vulnerable Persons Room 
unveiling.  
The 3 latest Red Rose Foundation 
Australia Red Benches have been 
rolled out at Caboolture Sports 
Club, Sports Central and North 
Lakes Sports Club thanks to the 
support of CSC Group.  

The presence of a Red Bench in a 
public location aims to raise 
awareness of domestic violence 
and provide an opportunity for this 
important issue to remain visible.  
The Vulnerable persons room is 
located inside Burpengary Police 
station and gives a comfortable 
quiet and safe space for children 

and Domestic Violence victims 
inside the police station during 
what is a very confronting and 
stressful time. The room was 
made possible thanks to local 
community groups and businesses 
donating materials and services to 
renovate the space and furnish 
the room. 

 

    What did Developers deliver last year?  

That’s a good question and one well worth 
asking!  

Development creates housing availability, 
essential in this time of unprecedented 
population growth to address the current 
housing supply crisis. But, what a lot of 
people don’t realise is just how much new 
and improved infrastructure is delivered by 
this same development, constructed and 
paid for by Developers, in addition to that 
which Council also continues to deliver 
each year.  

I am not just talking about the streets, 
footpaths, parks, water and sewerage 
reticulation and stormwater management 
within their development sites or the 
monetary contributions per lot 
that goes toward the funding of 
trunk infrastructure.  

I am also talking about the 
infrastructure that is delivered 
outside their developments that 
benefits all the surrounding 
residents.  

In fact, over 190 construction 
projects occurred on behalf of 
Council in 2022 including 
frontage works, external works 
and internal road networks .  

Environmentally over the 12-
month period developers 
delivered, at their cost, over 
3 0 , 0 0 0  t re e s t h ro u g h 
streetscape, basin planting and 
environmental rehabilitation 
works including dedication of 
93ha for parks and open space, 
p r e s e r v e d  f o r  f u t u r e 
generations and back into 
public ownership for the first 
time in over 100 years.  

Notable examples of the parks and open 
spaces delivered: 

24ha open space riverbank  

Mayfair Park, Joyner 

Waterside Park, Newport 

Breeze Street Park, Morayfield South 
 
 

Notable examples for the road works 
delivered: 

Uhlmann Road and Buckley Road 
intersection upgrade 

Clark Road upgrade - Lindsay Road to 
Summerstone Boulevard 

Clark Road and Summerstone 
Boulevard intersection upgrade - 
Summerstone Estate, Morayfield South 

Ashbrook Drive and Oakey Flat Road 
intersection upgrade 

Affinity Boulevard and Oakey Flat 
Road intersection upgrade 

Associated internal new roads and 
infrastructure for various estates delivered 
includes: 

Summerstone (Morayfield South) 

Montrose (Morayfield South) 

Affinity (Morayfield) 

Rangewood (Morayfield) 

Narangba Heights (Narangba) 

Associated roadworks and external works 
also include construction of stormwater 
drainage infrastructure such as kerb and 
channel, street lighting, line marking and 
signage, footpaths, landscape street trees, 
pedestrian refuges and much more. 

Not only have developers already delivered 
the above, but they have also agreed to 
deliver (through development approvals) 
an additional 16ha in local parks, 67ha in 
open space and over 260ha in 
environmental reserves back to Council 
ownership to further protect this previously 
privately-owned land.  

Developers also agreed to contribute 
almost $20 million towards district and 

regional parks, creating more 
playgrounds and parks for all 
residents to enjoy, as well as 
plant well over 15,000 trees for 
streetscape and environmental 
rehabilitation. 

As well as these environmental 
outcomes, Council also ensures 
our road network is upgraded 
with Developers having agreed to 
deliver 31 major road upgrades, 
totalling more than 31km of new 
or upgraded roads outside of 
their developments.  

Of these major road projects, 
nearly a quarter of the upgrades 
approved were in Burpengary 
East (7.2km along Twists Road, 
Caulfield Drive, Old Bay Road, 
Foster Road and Maitland Road). 

On top of the major road 
upgrades, Developers agreed to 
upgrade or build more than 50 
intersections including 20 x 

signalised intersections. This includes 8 in 
Burpengary East and 21 in Morayfield 
South alone, saving Council millions of 
dollars and freeing up funds which allows 
Council to bring forward other planned 
upgrade projects. 

I thought it was important to highlight that 
although development brings with it some 
growing pains it also unlocks opportunities 
for more green space and upgraded road 
networks at no cost to Council, and in turn 
you, the rate payers. 

moreton  money 

Chamber of Commerce Inc.

https://www.moretonbay.qld.gov.au/Services/Business-Investment/Moreton-Money
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to a Councillor about the topics that 
matter to you, visit: 

mbrc.qld.gov.au/community-council  

The scrumptious Moreton Bay Food and Wine 
Festival is back from 4 - 6 August 2023!  
Enjoy live cooking demonstrations, rub shoulders 
with celebrity chefs and sample the best of 
Moreton Bay’s culinary delights, all from the 
breathtaking waterfront festival site at Apex 
Park, Woody Point. 

Get your tickets at:  
www.moretonbayfoodandwine.com.au

Experience the best of live performance at the 
2023 Moreton Bay Anywhere Festival. Our unique 
festival takes performances out of traditional 
venues and into unexpected spaces, with over 
60 shows in three weeks. From theatre to music, 
comedy, and dance, we’ve got it all.  
On now until 4 June. 

Book your tickets at: anywhere.is/moretonbay 

Moreton Bay Region 
Art Prize 2023 

Moreton Bay Region Art Prize 2023 opens 3 June 
at Pine Rivers Art Gallery. This annual exhibition 
and prize supports and celebrates the diverse 
creative talent of local artists. Don’t miss your 
opportunity to visit and cast your vote for the 
People’s Choice Award. 

Find out more: mbrc.link/mbrap2023

Our Moreton Bay Region
With Mayor Peter Flannery

9:30am
28 June, Norths Leagues Club, 

Kallangur

South Pine Sports Complex, 

Brendale

Morayfield Sports and Event 

Centre, Morayfield

Club Pine Rivers, Bray Park

30 August, 
9:30am

4 October, 
9:30am

13 December, 
9:30am

Anywhere Festival Moreton Bay Food  
and Wine Festival 

http://anywhere.is/moretonbay 
http://www.moretonbayfoodandwine.com.au
http://mbrc.link/mbrap2023
http://mbrc.qld.gov.au/community-council



